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We are accustomed to hearing at the end of the Gospel reading:  For the Gospel of the Lord.  
And we make our response.  It’s a formal way of saying something like “Pay attention folks, 
this is very exciting good news”, and you respond “It certainly is good news, thanks be to 
God.” 

Is this really good news?  One of the important things we do week by week is pay attention 
to the word of the Lord spoken directly to us.  Then we leave with a word to be mulling over 
in the days ahead.    Now here is a story of a bright young man who receives a word from 
Jesus.  This man stands there before Jesus representing all of us.  He had "great possessions," 
but so do we, when we are compared to the vast majority of the world's inhabitants. 

He is met by Jesus.  Not only is he met by Jesus, but he is called by Jesus.  Jesus tells him that 
the way to "eternal life" leads through discipleship.  Did you get that?  Jesus invites him to be 
a disciple.  "Come, follow me," Jesus says.  So many had come and followed Jesus.  All of the 
disciples, standing around witnessing this encounter, had left much and had followed Jesus.  
The journey had not been easy for them.  Read your way through the gospel of Mark, and you 
will discover how tough it was for them to follow Jesus, a perilous way full of 
misunderstanding, risk, confusion, and difficulty. 

Now, someone else is being met by Jesus, face-to-face; someone else is being asked to 
become a disciple.  And after hearing how much it costs to be a disciple, the man slumps down 
and walks away sorrowfully.  The word he has heard from the Lord is not good news for him 
at all.  This is the only call story in all the gospels in which someone refuses to follow Jesus.  A 
person like us is being invited to be a disciple of Jesus, and this person like us walks in the 
other direction--and the reason was money.  

Like this man, all of us have many possessions, more than we need to live.  We know how 
concern about all of our stuff tends to chain us to the stuff.  Yet more than that, don't we all 
know how risky a matter it can be to be met by Jesus?  Can we blame this man for walking 
away rather than following? 

Today's gospel reminds us that there are good, understandable, reasonable reasons for not 
following Jesus.  Jesus is too often presented by us, from the best of motives, as the solution 
to all our problems, the way to fix everything that's wrong in our lives.  But this story reminds 
us that Jesus is sometimes the beginning of problems we would never have had if we had not 
been met by Jesus!  Is there anyone who thinks this is good news? 

Jesus invites people to be his disciples: divest!  Break free! Let go of your stuff!  Follow me!  I 
believe you can do it!  Such is the peril, and the promise of being met by Jesus!  So how might 
we hear this good news this morning?  How might we live the life Jesus is calling us to live?  
How might we see our money, our possessions through the lens of Jesus’ invitation this 
morning:  go sell what you own and give the money to the poor. 



Our starting point is to remind ourselves that we live in a world dominated by money.  We 
can’t avoid it.  Think about daily advertising for investment schemes, lotteries, gambling.  
Think about how much info has come out of the Royal Commission into banking and financial 
services.  Think about how often politicians talk about the economy, taxes, wages, payments 
to so many causes.  Think about how much of sport has been taken over by money dealings 
and the game for the sake of it is diminishing.    I could go on. 

There is good news in the midst of all this – it is to be found in Jesus.  We remind ourselves 
that Jesus said more about money and possessions than he did about anything else.  Love 
runs a very poor second, and prayer is hardly mentioned in comparison.  I suspect this is 
because he knew we would have great problems getting it right.  He knew that money would 
have more power over us than God and that until we master our money we will always be its 
slave – so he tries over and over again to teach us how to handle it. 

What does he teach?  Firstly, there is nothing good or bad about rich or poor – it is our attitude 
to what we have that counts.  It is now what we have but how we use it that counts.  Your 
heart will always be where your riches are, he says.  Luke 12.33.  He did not call the rich man 
who built bigger barns a wicked capitalist, but a fool – because he made the mistake of 
thinking that his wealth was a permanent and ultimate source of satisfaction.  Luke 12.1.  In 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus the rich man is condemned not because he is rich but 
because he regarded his riches as good and essential things.  Lk 16.25. 

Secondly, Jesus teaches indifference to possessions – don’t be anxious about your food and 
clothing for that betrays a lack of trust in God.  He teaches the disciples to look to God for 
their daily bread.   

The real shock is his advice about getting more.  The world teaches us to save, earn, 
accumulate, invest, earn higher interest.  Jesus teaches that in the kingdom of God it’s not 
like that – the way to get more is to give away what you have.  Give to others and God will 
give to you.  Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping, poured into your 
hands. 

Here is the central image I think:  In our baptism we are washed with water and we call it a 
sacrament.  An outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual reality.  The washing with 
water indicates an internal, spiritual cleansing and renewing.  The physical element of water 
teaches us what God is doing in us. 

Similarly in the Eucharist the physical elements of bread and wine teach us that God is feeding 
our spirits, touching our hunger and thirst.  Again a sacrament.   

Today I propose that the most sacramental moment of our daily lives is the moment when 
we touch our money, when we make decisions about what to do with it.  For money is simply 
the outward and visible sign of the priorities of our lives. 

And this is not only true for our personal lives – I am convinced that today’s story gives us a 
lens through which to look at the parish’s approach to money, to the wider church, to our 
national leaders, and so on.  These are absolutely fundamental principles for us to grasp.  If 



we continue to be trapped in fear of the power of money in our lives we are lost.  If we accept 
we are accountable to God for what we do with every cent then we might as well trust God’s 
wisdom – our own is serving us all that well.  God is the God of our wallets as well as every 
other part of our lives. 

So, do we hear this as good news and follow Jesus, or do we think it’s all too hard and walk 
away? 
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